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Our Mission: 

We believe every  

student can be  

successful— 

no exceptions!  
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Becky Stanton, Principal  Shelley Jefferson,  Assistant Principal 

Spring Break:  No School March 30—April 3 

Respectful * Responsible * Safe 

Above: Teresa Thorson 

and students sign waving 

during the Feb. 12 

McTakeover.  

Below: Assistant Principal 

Shelley Jefferson provided 

service with a smile at the  

drive-thru window. 

Daylight Savings Time 

begins Sunday, Mar 8 

Set clocks ahead  

one hour! 

Jane Dominguez,  

preschool para educator 

Dear Haller Families, 

Another fun way to celebrate reading is coming up on Monday, March 2 —Read Across 

America Day!  For a number of years, a multitude of Sequim High School students walk 

across the green field to read with and listen to our students. It warms my heart seeing 

siblings unite, and former Haller students return looking so grown up. 

 

Here’s a reminder of the Haller Big Three: Respectful, Responsible and Safe.  We use 

these key words multiple times each day at school.  What students bring to school 

from within (attitude, effort, and respect) is important as well as what they carry in 

their backpacks (notebook, paper, and pencil).  

 

We have all heard from an early age about the Golden Rule—treating others the way 

we want to be treated.  I encourage parents to continue a dialogue about respect with 

their students during family time, keeping in mind these ideas: 

 

Model Respect 

The best way to teach respect is to show respect.  Be caring.  Show concern for people, 

animals and the environment.  Use polite responses such as “please” and “thank you”.  

Avoid poor role models.  When you see examples of disrespect, discuss them. 

 

Self-Respect 

Teach your child to respect themselves. Self-respect is one of the most important forms 

of respect. Once we respect ourselves, it is easier to respect others.  

 

Follow Rules 

When you set rules at home, explain to your child why the rule is important.   

 

Recognize Respectful Behavior 

When children demonstrate good manners and respect to others, give specific praise 

for the positive choices they are making. 

 

Your opinion means a lot to your child. If you believe your child can succeed, they will 

believe they can as well.  At Haller, we believe every student can be successful—and 

that is without exception!     

       Becky Stanton, Principal 



 

Telephone 360.582.3200 * Fax 360.681.8543 * Website hhe.sequimschools.org 

From The Health Room 

 

 Tips to Help Kids Learn How to Blow Their Nose 

Unless special circumstances are involved, exclusion from school for a runny nose is not necessary,  
unless the student is feeling ill or has a temperature higher than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit.  

Teaching kids to blow their own nose can be tricky. It's important to note that every child is different;  
just like any skill that a child completes, there are various ranges of development.   
We have provided some useful tips to help your child develop this skill: 

 
1.  Teach your child when they are not sick. When kids are trying to learn to blow their nose and they are dealing with a 

runny or blocked nose, it can be overwhelming and frustrating for kids to breathe while holding their  
mouth shut.  Try practicing nose blowing when the child is feeling well. 

2. Blow a tissue ball: Tear a small piece of facial tissue and crumble it into a very small ball. Place it on the table  
surface and ask your child to blow the tissue on the table using their nose. 

 
3. Blow on a mirror to see the fog.  Ask your child to blow air through their nose onto a mirror. 

4. Then, when you ask them to blow, pinching the nose is not a good idea. Place the tissue over the nose,  
tell your child to blow, and then wipe. 

5.  No matter how well the child can blow their nose… teach your child to 
 wash their hands after they blow their nose.   
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Sonja Bittner, RN/District Nurse 

sbittner@sequimschools.org  

360.477.7728 

Cherie Hendrickson/Haller Health Clerk 

cherson@sequimschools.org  

Cassie Cobb/Haller Health Clerk 

ccobb@sequimschools.org 

360.582.3239 

Friendly Friday 

 By their good behavior, first graders earned 

the privilege to sit with whomever they liked 

within their grade level during lunch on Jan. 

30; however, no one could be left sitting 

alone.  Normally students sit together by class 

at lunch, so they were excited to sit with 

friends from other classes! 

Cough Drop Protocol 

If your child has a cough, and you feel they need to bring cough drops to school, then the 

Health Room would like to assist you in arranging for this.   

Here is Cough Drop Protocol for students who bring cough drops to school: 

*Cough drops must be in the original package or container. 

*If use is restricted on the packaging then, there must be an Authorization for  

Medication at School, signed by the physician and parent.  

(Example:  Use every 2 hours as needed for sore throat means restricted use.) 

*If the packaging instructions allow for unlimited use, then  

no MD Authorization  is required. 

Cough drops are distributed from the health room. Questions?  Call Cherie,  

Haller Health Room Clerk, at 360.582.3239 during school hours. 



Library Link 

Did you know we subscribe to TumbleBooks for your child to use both in school and outside of 

school? TumbleBooks, an interactive, read-aloud experience for your child, supports reading 

skills in developing readers. Use the link located on the left side of Haller’s home page at 

 http://hhe.sequimschools.org/. 

What are you reading lately?  I recently read the picture book Unplugged by Steve Antony. Blip is 

a robot who loves being on her computer all day long until one day she accidentally finds herself 

tumbling down the stairs and out the front door. Blip finds herself (gasp) OUTSIDE! She discovers 

lots of fun and new friends as she explores colorful and new experiences the outdoors has to 

offer. I appreciated the reminder to provide children plenty of “unplugged” time, and grown-ups 

should limit their screen time as well. 

We continue to give out free books through weekly drawings. Teachers decide how their students enter, and the winning 

students pick out a free, new book, purchased from Scholastic with Book Fair rewards. One of Haller’s goals is to ensure 

all students have lots of great reading material for school and home. 

Our Lost Book Tree still needs donors---If you would like to donate towards replacing a lost library book, 

contact me or drop off your donation (in any amount) at the office.  Thank you! 
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Questions or comments? Contact Sheri Kruckeberg/Teacher Librarian at 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org or 360.582.3280. 

Going out of town? 
According to the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), every absence, excused or  

unexcused, is a learning opportunity lost and can have significant impact on a student's success in school. A 
student who misses 10% of their school days (just 2 days a month or 18 days for the entire school year) is 

considered chronically absent. Research shows that chronically absent students are more likely to fall behind academically 
and are less likely to graduate from high school.  

District policy states that absences due to travel must be preapproved by school administration. If you 
are planning to take a trip, please stop by the office to set up an education plan with Assistant Principal 

Shelley Jefferson. The process is quite simple and beneficial to your student, but must be completed 
prior to the absences in order to excuse them. 

In case you missed this in the last newsletter, the following are excusable absences:  1. Participation in a 
district/school approved activity/instructional program; 2. Illness, health condition or medical  

appointment including but not limited to medical, counseling, dental or optometry 
 (a note from the provider is required to excuse absences/tardies due  

to appointments); 3.  Family emergency, including but not limited to a death or illness in the family;  
4. Religious or cultural purpose including observance of a religious or cultural holiday or participation in religious or  

cultural instruction; 5. Court, judicial proceeding or serving on a jury; 6. Post-secondary, technical school or  
apprenticeship program visitation, or scholarship interview;  7. State-recognized search and rescue activities consistent 

with RCW 28A.225.055; 8. Absence directly related to the student’s homeless status; 9. Absence resulting from a  
disciplinary/corrective action. (e.g., short-term or long-term suspension, emergency expulsion); and  

10. Principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth 
mutually agreed upon approved activity.  

“You're never too 

old, too wacky, too 

wild, to pick up a 

book and  

read to a child.”  

Theodor Seuss Geisel 

(also 

known as  

Dr. Seuss) 

Robin Forrest’s third graders concluded a study on Ancient Rome.   

On Feb. 7 they dressed in togas and laurel wreaths and simulated  

an ancient Roman feast. 

Absences are  
one of the key 
early warning  
indicators of  
not finishing  
high school. 

http://hhe.sequimschools.org/
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March 9—13 is Education Support Professionals Week! 
This is a time when the important work of our classified school employees is recognized.   

In a State of Washington Proclamation for Education Support Professionals Week, Governor 
Jay Inslee stated that “by supporting the learning environment, education support  

professionals are crucial partners with teachers, parents, administrators and school boards.” 

 
 

 

It was Fun Friday on Feb. 7 in the  

Grade 3 – 5 Resource Room.   

Students watched a video on how to 

create chocolate truffles, then  

followed the instructions.  

As a writing activity, teachers Heather 

Riley and Melissa Sagara had students 

create their own recipe, then they had 

to follow their recipe to create their 

own mini pizzas.   

Bus Drivers 

Custodians 

Dispatcher 

District Support Staff 

Food Service Staff 

Grounds & Maintenance Crew 

Health Clerks 

Mechanics 

Para Educators 

Secretaries 

Technology Staff 



Non-discrimination Clause: Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, na-

tional origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  

The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:  

Title IX, and Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator Dr. Robert Clark, rclark@sequimschools.org, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3262,  

and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator Matt Duchow, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3402, mduchow@sequimschools.org. 

Upcoming Events  

Mar 2—Read Across America, Student Council Spirit Week & 
Book Collection/Swap, Board mtg @ 6 PM 

Mar 7— Irrigation Festival Pageant  @ 6—9 PM in Audit 
Mar 8—Daylight Savings Time begins (clocks ahead 1 hour) 

Mar 9— PTO mtg @ 6 PM in library 
Mar 9—13—Nat’l Education Support Professionals Week 

Mar 12—Shout-Out Dessert @ 5:30 PM in gym 
Mar 13—Field Trip: Himley/Audubon Ctr, 8:30 AM—2:30 PM 

Mar 13 & 14—SHS Talent Show @ 6 PM in SHS Audit 
Mar 16—Board mtg @ 6 PM 

Mar 17—STEM Night for grades K—2, 5th Grade choir  
concert @ 7 PM in SHS Audit 

Mar 18—STEM Night for grades 3—5 
Mar 19—First day of spring, 2nd Grade Choir Concert  

@ 7 PM in SHS Audit 
Mar 20—Field Trips: Holt/Audubon Ctr, 8:30 AM—2:30 PM 

and Danielson/ONP/Feiro Marine, 8:30 AM—2:15 PM 
Mar 28—Boys & Girls Club Mother/Son Lego Bingo Night  

@ 5:30—8:30 PM 
Mar 30—April 3—Spring Break (No School) 

School Hours 

Monday    9:15 AM - 2:45 PM 

Tuesday - Friday   8:15 AM - 2:45 PM 
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An informational meeting for parents on  

Kindergarten Readiness is planned for  

April 8 from 6—7 PM in the library.  

Kindergarten Registration is May 4 from 

4—6:30 PM in the library.  Incoming  

kindergarteners will go through a short screening  

while parents complete paperwork.  

More information coming soon! 

Haller School Tour 

Haller hosted Dr. Rob Clark and School Board 

Directors Brandino Gibson, Larry Jeffryes and 

Jim Stoffer on Jan. 30 for lunch and a school 

tour.  The visitors were presented with  

embroidered name tags (handmade by Chris MacDougall 

Danielson—see inset photo).  Each guest was assigned a  

personal tour guide.  Student guides were Domingo 

Pacheco, Olivia Knight, Genevieve Wakefield,  

Michael Wheeler, and Ianson Klinger, all fourth graders.   

 

 

Haller would like to recognize the important work of 

School Psychologist David Updike. 

School psychologists are uniquely qualified members of 

school teams that support students' ability to learn and 

teachers' ability to teach.  Thank you, Mr. Updike! 

 

 

David Updike, School Psychologist, can be reached 

at dupdike@sequimschools.org 

 or 360.582.3241 


